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there, aeeiding the fhigic harsh broak of warmiold watzr norh of the cape.
Thiz interesting phanomancn mariiasted ittt ina canvineing way &b fhe
et - Al e end of D liestday, More fishowere Raded the first diy than
during the entire course af the theee-cay teurnament [ast year,

Sericus contendars placed theirinterdicn Lo el D Lo ol e slamdings
nghl ofl the bat Thirtyfour fish were weighad inowhile he others held off
fping for migger fich the faliowing days. The firet day’s top five fizh atf the
apm owsiggh-inowere Blake Gaylords S8I ambsnack, Camamn Kikeommell
wilha fdlb ambefack Peter Gurtis with a 811k ambesjack, Jason Grodel with
4 85l amberjacs and Iral's Masco Tigundin with a 55 poender. Kickconnsll
reconnilel: “Elipping (ol e dack preen walers we were groeted Dy 8
school of small rainbow and blue runners and almost immediately the
hoys slarted =aging fish. Down helow we coold see Amberjacks aod e
oeegsional Alrican Pempano and as our breath helds increased we stard-
ed diving deeper in search of the higger fish. Laying nndesneath a 12 font-
ar was an amberjack that Inoked like 4 torpedo riding undemealh g sul-
maring, | stopped kicking at 65 ft and glided down through the other sharks
approaching the hig jack, As | cama to wilkin 10 fRet of the shark's il the
amheriack lrned slioltly 1o ook iy diceclion aod | placed oy shot 2
hit lowe taking it throwgh both gillplates and sending him inle 2 slow pow-
erful dive. Reaching the sudace | started working him o ma and within 10
minules had Rirm o willin giobl, S0recled Gy e GO oien Were & -
her ol other jacks one of which was signiticantly larger than mine. My ela-
flon at the manstar fish (74 b=} only proved o fuel my cousin and dive
pariner Blake's desirg 1o shool pne and within minutes we could see that
he too was secured lo 3 monsier jack. (n the =nrface wiih his lizh he
.allnr! Inr anolher qun ﬂnl:l willi & se[:mm_sllul_llm_ﬁﬂj_ujhh_ua&uul_uul_m

. With

two monster fish in Ihe hoat and a qanar-
al lack of other species amund Bocky
(Peter Guilis) closed out the fish box with
3 61 Ih amherjack and we headaed off in
seareh ol Alrican Pempane aod Cobia™
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fish = Unluck | = Bonnke Mow

Sovaral cobiags and African
prnipEnd b hears wazighed inoup
o 35M0s a5 well a3 a 19 pound
miakti=mani Joay Dasials of North
Carnlnm ok, The crew an e
Marlin Maria rrads up of Sashi
fratic, Jerry Goarra e and Sr
Guy Mesbil, Gary Sanchez ano
R Tarr all had a pom pana and an
Arnzerjzek gach o and Gy Nesbhil il 4 cobid as wail The el ot axcitement
was high and things e heating wo, The ensuing barbecue catared Dy
wenue hast Hatteras Landing Marina had divers paying attenticn ta the score-
ligvarads And eeencinng dlles A phierenenal besl day, 8Ty Degmaer dnd l62ss
eeperienced bug watzr hunters landed their first big fish and the mone cgpe
rigncad clivars and vatarans from st vaar wera in tha running for the points.
WWEeLer 1 was alory Dy were aller, o ust o, seaiybody was getling soms.

Doy twve began ender overcast skes with a umuituous wind gusting 20-
20 knols ool of The zanthreest. The idesl strateny wenald have heen b sty
inshore Lot most divers imaanably had their captains staar them olfshom
heading far the blue water, [Uwas an uncomfortadle wet ride in five-fool seas
with zarme higrer seas mixed in st 2hort interesls. The higeer, sk 30-430
faoats sould hawe the advantags as e smaller boats couldn't run fast safe
[+, The boate zpread cut and found oemoana. cobia. and amaerjacks for the
clivers wilwe ranagE] Bstay calin and dee nihe swails The d#am froem
Frorics, Gameron Kitkconnel, Blake Gaglord, Petar Surtis, and fallow crow on
thee “Gnad=Som-Ting™ wert immedstely sy asserting their Bad from tha
dlay belore, Gameron put a 33l cobiain the boat and Fater Curlis follesed
thraugh with a 310 African Pompana. They nowe had three fish each, Qwer
the Splendonr | arey Sholdb sicded a 28 poond smberjsck to hes 34 pound
cabia from the gravious day swhile team-mate Balph Tieman tack a 32 pound
African Pompano and a 371b cobia from the same weck, The teo G0-yesr-
1B parliers were i e wearg aus | oo e e imsnsy in the roengh
5633, Others wers undoubtzdly not fairing as wel, Russ Karmap happonsd to
he anz of them. iz catamaran was cut fam the start of the tournament
wrien he nediced s bl Tageng on saler durng scouting days pror fo ke
tournament, The hult seas cracked in sovarsl places gnd he spart the time he
was suppesad foohe diving repairing his wassel instead. Anothar boat, the
e | owas devang for mey Tellowe Wi Atlantic Freedivers was also aloul e e
decommissionscl. After 2 lang wet ren inthe slop | got conesmed when the
ol [ErEERIE gage in the AlenEries Vol Peola shovesd we wie nsing
serious ol pressune. Things were nat looking goad and tha, motor was los-




ing stear. We babied it a kit and we manaed to gat wiherg wi ek plan-
mirg bee cdive bt refoctaedly we decilad 0was best o twen her aound and
neat back 1 the bam for the long 40phs mile run. We limped our way back
cown sea. After losing same nics cohias and hig &% the day Betnre, Jason
Fadicis, Al Waslak, anl Jason Gredsll decidad not 1o test fate in Hatteras
for & third conscoutive day and callad it quits early a5 2n excuse to star the
post taurnament party ab the incal “Sand Bastl I was undorlnals @5 Al
wts Lo i lasl years contest and had a 42816 &J from the provious day while
Jason had a2 55 pounder, We'd been diving here enough to know that whan
things werem't geing cue way i wss beter gl and slay on e gide of
salely. We'd gong Tor broks and indeed we'd gothan there but &t this poist we
wire w5t haopy to get the boat into the inlet, Aftar | stappac font on the ok
waaaitieracd and Fake for tha weigb ol was clear ings swers nat 5o gloomy
for eveneone else with divers busy carting some nica fish dawn the docks
with a crowd gathared on fhe maring alcory oserioakiong e weigh .
Aavenlesn e Mational team Spearfishing chamgion Bill Emst who part-
pered with his girttriend Bonnie Fow, the only lady 2nteant in the Opan, toid
rre this tournarnent had the sl hig dish be'th svsr seen.

AL B0 am e naxl morning all the boats cleared Hattzras Inlet uncer
clzar skies, calm winds and fatseas. What a biszzing. | sighed g5 [ stoord on
tre ek living vicarionsly ecoglmsy conmracdes on Eeisway o e haating
grounds for one mose day of hunting in the guif-stream. Saan 2nough the
auws on the 417 Hatteras Miss Fave wirk an the Proleos wien @ scol ol
wialloandin s carme crazinng though, Matt Head shot @ big amberjack and
anice pompanag and they kisw if he could just 2ntice 3 yellowdin inta range
he would have a gond shof in placing. They slagsl an the wieck dll day
Heciding o lorsgo e weigh-incin nopes of putting ong in thie boe withouot
[k, Mot far away, on the Taroon, Robert Reves landad & hig pomogna snod
ha wias p trying foendice A Boery of shy sahoo Panging aroungd te woeck
il cange. After o owell-egcsuind descent and stalk he tempted ans inand
teak the shot, For ite modest size thie sshae msde @ scrsaming con as e
rus an dhe bl walched s oal cocm by, The doable point fish was wiorth
ils weight in gotd, The wakoo rose him up ten places gcm far third averall
by clay's end. Clearly a confandar, Robert ater resmarksd. 21 think that ene of
e best things Wil Wis loumament has is the feeling that you are diving
with friznds and not in 3 competition al all. 1t was great tn meal &0 many
aond divers and o learn wehile having fun oo place will 50 many lsh,”

Competilive o not he was the anly ong zhle o break the clzan sweep from
the team on the "Good-Som-=Ting” from Florida that was back ab he deck by
noomn §awas an iy ey B Deraeeks sl b Teres when ey potled e
boal alengsids the forey to show me their impressive cateh. Cameron
kirkeonnel had done i securing the blue water fitle withe a wahon and his
rnsinn, Blake Geaylord, had & 33 peund ol tosecure second place, There
wiere other magical maments. The Brazilan due of Franceso Uoftredi zned
Paule Juriar, doth of wshome dade't weech e 2 smgls hsh el and waie
playued with ad luck, sere outdeing thamschis the last day! A big sand
figer naticed Paclo's circling amierjack and started following it in close cir-
clzs, Theten font sanc figar conlln' T iras shaepdy as e desperaie amber
jack bul evenlualty he maraged to get hold of it and took it of @t leaving
Faulo with the uppsr half. He welghad in the 250 head alonng with g cnbia
anrd a prmpsnag goc Franses alse weighad o Doee fshowith the Diggest
colsiz of the foumamant at 42 lbs, Anothar civer. Leo Ramas. wio reiirned
from-a wop ten place last year was having @ Didegus oorramend bl day
three. He sl Tos gielhisnd bad diven ug frem Biani ang brolen dovn in
Georgia the iy before the start missing day anewaitng for a part for their
car foarrive. Tha sacend day attir getling to Halleras, Lo Leak a bealbog o
b rough seas wathoul & fish, Day theee, an the ather hand, was & gt from
Meptung to Lo and be shot theee fish warth 90 peints goncd gnough far 81t
place, Thia tay pams toan 2l The weghon was anolher display of Hatteras
pelagic abundance with loads of spectacular fish baing cared down the

decks. Thare was alzo a Iot of axciting
siillac and underwalar photograly ken.
Bannie Row captured some gredt scenes
ot life under soma tHetsam sned the mahi-
= mahi il atracted and photographe
| Russell Blackswoad took some stunring
Irsnes of decers n selion. The zand lger
shark populations that hang around the
wirecks alul"l"s putana geeat show as ans
= ter pul il "Bom and | both
L_aj_]_qu_l;_qm@rulsmg  through when | took a long shot and fost him during
the lirst run due §o his solf fleagh. Wa Iocated Ihe schonl of regident Sand
Tnger sharks Danging a0 $0 leel i a group ol 12 or so. Diviog dowi bo Ul
depth and seeing Ihat many sharks In the 10-14 ft range is an amazing
mxnerience and not having much experience with these sharks all of us
e | T | e

deep and bringing them up through them."

Thire dorile Ao well-tacd sharks e herd 10 rzmine i of e atardand
fongd soyrce and the richness theso waters provide ovan large sharks (il
gand tgers. 115 a multitude of factore like this thet | always try to reming
chivers ol o Lake for granted andd Wooraspect for lufure gensiatans Lo ey
Some diy when | bave ks | wauld filke to take thers spezrfishing there to
anjory thia sarne cor trie af blos water hontas baz,

Al he dirs sho entered the 2o Annual Omer Hatleras Open s Ligal
ad o nice avards banguet for their effarts at the Filot House Restaurant and
rry crimgsEny dareted S5 G0 in prizes snc zorme hedutite] ienphies dor thiose
who garned them. Thank sou for participating and making itan gxiticg ceant
to bk fossard te again ceer wintzr PL
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